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"THE  SEASONS  GREETINGS" 

We  take  advantage  of  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  very 
sincere  love  and  Seasons  Greetings  to  all  the  Saints,  friends  and 
readers  of  the  "Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin". 

The  pressure  of  duties  devolving  upon  us  precludes  us  from 

writing  to  you  all  individually,  but  be  assured  that  our  love  and 

cordial  wishes  are  just  as  sincere. 

■■)   President  and  Sister  Samuel  Martin 


We -are  grateful  '  indeed  for  this  privilege  of  extending  holi- 
day greetings  and  congratulations  to  our  Brethren  and  Sisters  in 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  and  to  all  our 
friends  in  South  Africa. 

The  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  our  labours  this  past  year  and 
our  hearts  at  this  time  are  filled  with  joy  and  thanksgiving. 

This  seas  or  is  doubly  sacred  to  every  member  of  the  Church. 

Jesus  of  Nazareth,  whose  humble  birth  we  celebrate  at  this 
time,  became  the  Redeemer  of  the  world  and  taught  men  the  Gospel, 
the  teachings  of  which  are  the  most  inspiring  ever  given  to  man  on 
the  earth. 

We  honor  and  love  him  for  his  sacrifice  in  our  behalf  —  and 
that  --T  because  he  loved  us  as  his  brothers  and  sisters. 

The  Christmas  season  has  become  doubly  sacred  to  the  Latter- 
day  Saints.  On  the  23rd  of  December,  »ne  hundred  and  twenty-three 
years  ago  the  Prophet  Joseph.  Smith  was  born,  and  through  him  was 
the  Everlasting 'Gospel  restored  to  the  earth. 

Hence  at  this  happy  Christmas  season,  our  love  and  gratitude 
goes  to  our  Father  in  Heaven  for  the  wonderful  Gospel  Plan,  the 
priceless  gift  of  His  Son,  Jesus  Christ,  and  for  the  inspired 
prophets  to  lead  us  back  into  His  glorious  presence. 

A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  A  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR  TO  YOU  ALL  I    --fSR.il. 


FAREWELL  AFRICA.' 

We  take  this  golden  opportunity  and  privilege  of  thanking 
all  Saints  and  Friends  in  the  South  African  Mission  for.  their 
hospitality  and  kindnesses  which  they  have  shown  to  us  during 
the  past  two  and  one  half  years. 

We  bid  you  all  a  fond  fare-well  until  we  meet  again,  and 
may  the  Lord  bless  each  and  every  one  of  you. 

Elder  Foyal  L.  Smith 
Elder  Oral  N.  Beckstead 
Elder  R.  Earl  Madsen. 
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"CHRISTMAS" 

Probably  of  all  specific  themes  spoken  or  written  about,  none 
has  received  such  attention  as  the  birth  of  the  Man:  Jesus  of 
Nazareth. 

Isaiah  asks  the  question:  "Who. hath  believed  our  report?" 
and.  goes  on  to  say  "He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men;  a  man  of 
sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief:  and  we  hid  as  it  were  our  faces 
from  Him,  he  was  despised  and  we  esteemed  him  not" . 

We  often  hear  remarks  from  people  bemoaning  their  unfavourable 
temporal  conditions,  drawing  comparisons  between  their  lot  and 
some  others,  as  if  God  were  unmindful  of  them. 

It  is  so  natural  for  the  human  mind  to  choose  as  the  most 
congenial  path  that  of  considerable  wealth  and  ease;  but  He  who 
created  all  things  partook  very  sparingly  of  the  things  which  facin- 
ate  us.  Truly  God's  ways  are  not  our  ways,  nor  His  thoughts  our 
thoughts. 

What  a  loss  we  should  feel  today  had  our  Lord  and  Saviour  come 
from  the  palace  of  a  King  instead  of  from  the  home  of  the  lowly 
peasant? 

It  might  have  given  an  excuse  for  the  wealthy  to  despise  the 
poor.  The  poor  might  have  felt  that  thoir  poverty  would  be  an  hin- 
drance in  approaching  Him,  indeed  it  might  have  been  an  incentive 
for  us  to  strive  to  become  rich. 

Speaking  of  the  Saviour  as  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  He  commenced  in 
the  eyes  of  those  who  despised  Him  with  every  apparent  disadvantage. 
In  the  eyes  of  some  of  the  ecclesiastical  rulers,  His  birth  came 
under  suspicion.  They  knew  the  Prophets  of  God  had  declared  this 
great  and  marvelous  work,  but  to  read  the  prophets  and  to  revere 
their  word  spoken  hundreds  of  years  back  was  so  different  to  really 
accepting  it  when  it  actually  happened. 

Isaiah  declares:  "Therefore  the  Lord  himself  shall  give  you  a 
sign;  Behold  a  Virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a  son  and  shall  call 
his  name  Immanuel" .  Isaiah  7:14. 

Even  Joseph  who  was  a  just  man  had  to  receive  the  assurance 
from  the  Angel  of  God,  that  the  child  about  to  be  born  of  Mary  was 
indeed  the  fulfillment  of  the  words  of  Isaiah. 

I  feel  humbled  in  my  mind  when  I  dare  to  look  back  with  any 
disdain  upon  the  Jewish  people  because  they  found  it  so  difficult 
to  give  credence  to  the  story  of  his  friends,  that  Jesus  of  Nazareth 
was  indeed  the  Messiah,  the  very  Son  of  God. 

I  am  compelled,  as  I  review  my  own  human  weaknesses,  to  ask 
myself:  would  I  have  been  among  the  crowd  with  craned  necks  while 
He  stood  in  the  judgement  Hall?  Would  I  have  shouted  "Away  with 
him" J  Let  his  blood  be  on  us  and  our  children?"   Would  I  have  been 
in  the  curious  crowd  that  followed  and  jeered  at  him  on  the  way  to 
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Calvary?   Would  I  have  stood  and  jeered  at  his  pain  until  my  de- 
praved feelings  had  been  fully  satisfied  and  then  casually  strol- 
led away  to  my  evening  meal  and  prepare  for  the  sabbath  day  of 
worship?  possibly  thanking  God  that  we  were  rid  of  such  a  charac- 
ter? 

History  was  just  repeating  itself;  as  the  Prophets  of  God 
came  and  manifested  the  word  and  power  of  God,  so  did  man  dispise, 
reject  and  stone  them,  and  I  might  indeed  have  been  one  of  them 
had  I  lived  then  but  for  the  gr.*ace  of  God. 

We  celebrate  with  much  joy  and  festivity  his  birth,  and  in  so 
doing  we  are  likely  to  forget  the  weight  he  carried  from  a  very 
early  age.   While  a  babe  he  was  carried  into  Egypt  to  protect  his 
life  and  at  the  very  early  age  it  would  seem  that  he  had  given  to 
him  a  realization  of  the  mission  for  which  he  was  born,  for  at  the 
tender  age  of  about  twelve  we  learn  that  he  queried  his  parents  on 
this  wise:  "Wist  ye  not  that  I  should  be  about  my  Father's  business? 

To  have  a  realization  that  he  had  the  work  of  a  redeemer  to  do 
and  all  its  attendant  sufferings  constantly  facing  him,  was  surely 
enough  to  fill  all  that  Isaiah  had  declared  of  him  as  a  man  of  sor- 
row and  acquainted  with  grief. 

When  Simeon  came  into  the  Temple  led  by  the  Spirit,  he  declar- 
ed the  child  Jesus  was  set  for  the  fall  and  rising  again  of  many  in 
Israel  and  for  a  sign  which  shall  be  spoken  against.  And  in  refer- 
ring to  Mary  his  mother,  he  said:  "Yea  a  sword  shall  pierce  through 
they  own  soul  also." 

Christ  must  have  had  wonderful  courage  for  we  have  every  rea- 
son to  believe  that  although  he  had  the  weight  of  the  knowledge  of 
his  great  calling  his  time  was  used  in  constant  preparation  and  not 
dread. 

He  may  not  have  attained  to  any  great  prominence  as  a  public 
man  prior  to  his  ministry  but  we  are  told  that  he  grew  in  favour 
with  God  and  Man. 

Apostle  James  E.  Talmage  has  this  to  say:  "He  lived  the  simple 
life,  at  peace  with  His  fellows,  in  communion  with  His  Father,  thus 
increasing  in  favor  with  God  and  men.  As  shown  by  His  public  utter- 
ances after  He  had  become  a  man,  these  years  of  seclusion  were  spent 
in  active  effort,  both  physical  and  mental.  Jesus  was  a  close  ob- 
server of  nature  and  men.  He  was  able  to  draw  illustrations  with 
which  to  point  His  teachings  from  the  varied  occupations,  trades 
and  professions;  the  ways  of  the  lawyer  and  the  physician,  the  man- 
ners of  the  scribe,  the  Pharisee  and  the  rabbi,  the  habits  of  the 
poor,  the  customs  of  the  rich,  the  life  of  the  shepherd,  the  farmer, 
the  vinedresser  and  the  fisherman  —  were  all  known  to  Him.  He  con- 
sidered the  lilies  of  the  field,  and  the  grass  in  meadow  and  upland, 
the  birds  which  sowed  not  nor  gathered  into  barns  but  lived  on  the 
bounty  of  their  Maker,  the  foxes  in  their  holes,  the  petted  house 
dog  and  the  vagrant  cur,  the  hen  sheltering  her  brood  beneath  pro- 
tecting wings  --   all  these  had  contributed  to  the  wisdom  in  which 
he  grew,  as  had  also  the  moods  of  the  weather,  the  recurrence  of 
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the  seasons,  and  all  the  phenomena  of  natural  change  and  order". 
Jesus  The  Christ,  Page  117. 

Let  us  all  endeavour  to  remember  as  we  enter  into  the  festiv- 
ities commemorating  the  birth  of  our  Lord,  that  any  actions  of  ex- 
cess brings  the  opposite  of  glory  and  praise  to  Him,  because  it 
degrades  us  and  grieves  His  Spirit. 

Samuel  Martin 


"ELDERS'  ANNUAL  CONVENTION" 


Among  the  many  things  that  bring  great  joy  to  our  Missionary 
work,  is  the  Elders'  Annual  Convention  at  "Cumorah",  Mission  Head- 
quarters . 

By  the  16th  of  November  all  the  Elders  had  arrived  and  that 
evening  the  Local  Brethren  met  with  the  Missionaries  in  Priest- 
hood meeting. 

The  Mowbray  Branch  Officers  and  Teachers  Report  Meeting  was 
held  at  7:30  P.M.,  November  17th,  at  "Cumorah".  Splendid  reports 
were  given  by  the  president  of  each  organization.  The  report  by 
the  Cape  District  President,  Elder  Foyal  L.  Smith,  showed  the  work 
progressing  favourably. 

On  Sunday,  November  18th,  the  Conference  of  the  Cape  District 
was  held.  An  enjoyable  program  was  given  by  the  Sunday  School; 
many  of  the  children  taking  part.   The  Evening  Services  were  very 
well  attended.  Elders  0.  Lay  ton  Alldredge,  Sheldon  R.  Fr';e  and  Reed 
H.  Beckstead  were  the  speakers.  Elder  Alldredge  spcke  on  the  pur- 
poses of  Cod,  and  the  course  of  the  Gospel  from  pre-existence  down 
through  the  Patriarchal  dispensations.  Elder  Free  spoke  on  the  Meri- 
dian of  Time;  and  Elder  Beckstead  on  the  Apostacy  and  Restoration. 
Immediately  after  the  Evening  Services  a  Street  Meeting  was  held 
in  Cape  Town.  Many  tracts  and  pamphlets  were  distributed  as  well  as 
a  few  copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 

From  the  18th  to  23rd,  three  to  four  meetings  "were  held  a  day. 
At  these  meetings  many  of  our  missionary  problems  were  solved  and 
many  papers  were  read  pertaining  to  greater  efficiency  in  our  la- 
bours. 

On  the  23ri,  of  November  the  Elders  celebrated  Thanksgiving  Day, 
although. in  South  Africa.  Mr.  Q.  Stanton,  American  Vic-Consul  of 
Cape  Town,  and  Brother  D.  V/anberg  of  the  National  Art  Co.,  were 
guests  at  the  Thanksgiving  Dinner.   In  the  Evening  President  and 
Sister  Martin  entertained  the  Saints  and  Friends  in  honor  of  their 
31st  Wedding  Anniversary  ;  a  sple'ndid  program  arranged  by  the  M.I. A. 
was  enjoyed  by  all.   The  Elders  presented  President  and  Sister  Martin 
with  a  nice  silver  plated  Gong  hanging  on  horns;  Elder  Theodore  R. 
Martin,  Mission  Secretary,  was  presented  with  a  Half  Sovereign  Kru- 
ger  piece  to  hang  on  his  watch  chain. 

On  the  27th  of  November  Elder  A.  Edward  Hughes  was  honourably 
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released  tc  return  to  his  home  in  Johannesburg. 

The  Elders  all  left  for  their  several  Districts  en  the  27th 
of  November,  each  one  feeling  well  repaid  for  the  ten  days  spent 
in  Convention. 

We  are  truly  grateful  for  the  many  kindnesses  shown  to  the 
Elders  by  the  Saints  and  Friends  while  they  were  assembled  here. 
On  the  26th  of  November,  Brother  and  Sister  Daniels  and  Family 
once  more  gave  the  Elders  their  Annual  banquet. 

The  following  appointments  and  assignments  were  made: 
Mission  Office:  Elder  Theodore  R.  Martin,  Mission  Secretary. 

Elder  Vern  D.  Greene,  Asst.  Mission  .Secretary. 
Cape  District:   Pres.  Leroy  H.  Duncan. 
Kimberley:      Pres.  Wells  L.  Evans. 

Elder  George  C.  Maw. 
Bloemfontein:    Pres.  Wm.  B.  Holland. 

Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn. 
Transvaal:      Pres.  Reed  H.  Becks tead. 

Elder  0.  Lay ton  Alldredge . 
Natal:  Pres.  Rex  C.  Ellsworth. 

Eider  Bertram  C.  Cutforth. 
East  London:     Pres.  Charles  ".  Larson. 
Elder  Ray  Wm.  Ellsworth. 
Port  Elizabeth:  Pres.  Sheldon  R.  Free. 

Elder  Clare  B.  Christensen. 
Elders  Foyal  L.  Smith,  R.  Earl  Madsen  and  Oral  N.  Becks tead 
were  honourably  released  on  the  30th  of  November.  They  sailed  the 
same  day  from  Cape  Town  on  the  "S.S.Toledo". 

Theodore  R.  Martin 

Mission  Secretary. 


SLOGANS 

The  Elders  in  Convention  this  year,  on  the  suggestion  of 

President  Samuel  Martin  took  for  their  1929  slogans  the  following 
"If  I  cannot  find  a  way,  I  will  endeavour  to  make  one",  and 
"1000  Bcokfi  of  Mormon  in  sr  many  new  homes  and  at  least  250 

copies  of  the  Doctrine  and  Covenants." 


"And  it  came  to  pass  that  I,  Nephi,  said  unto  my  father:  I 
will  go  and  do  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded,  for  I 
know  that  the  Lord  giveth  no  commandments  unto  the  children  of  men, 
save  he  shall  prepare  a  way  for  them  that  they  may  accomplish  the 
thing  which  he  commandeth  them."   1st  Nephi,  3:7. 

"For  verily  the  voice  of  the  Lord  is  unto  all  men,  and  there 
is  none  to  escape;  and  there  is  no  eye  that  shall  not  see,  neither 
ear  that  shall  not  hear,....   (Doctrine  and  Covenants,  Sec.  1:2.) 
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"THE  DIVINE  MISSION  OF  JOSEPH  SMITH" 

(By  John  A.  Widxsoe ,  one  of  the  Twelve  Apostles  of  the 
Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints) 

Joseph  Smith  was  the  first  president  and  prophet  of  the  Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints,  popularly  known  as  the  "Mor- 
mon" Church.  That  he  was  an  extraordinary  man  is  conceded  by  friend 
and  foe.  Steadily,  his  tremendous  service  to  mankind  is  being  rec- 
ognized; and  men  stand  gratefully  before  the  labors  of  his  life. 
His  teachings  form  a  far-flung  ensign  to  truth.  His  life  and  the 
results  of  his  labors  are  convincing  evidences  of  his  divine  Mis- 
sion. 

Joseph  Smith  was  a  restorer  ©f  the  pare  and  uncorrupted  gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ.  At  no  time  did  he  declare  that  he  brought  a  new 
message  of  salvation  to  the  world;  his  mission  was  to  restore  and 
declare,  to  expound  and  enlarge  the  old  truth,  which  has  always 
been  part  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  Joseph  Smith  was  also  ar. 
interpreter  of  the  gcspel  of  Jesus  Christ.   The  accounts  in  the 
Holy  Bible  are  but  outlines  of  the"  labors  and  teachings  of  the 
savior;  and  the  commentaries  by  the  apostles,  which  constitute  the 
latter  part  of  the  New  Testament,  are  fragmentary  and  incomplete. 
Joseph,  the  Prophet,  gave  to  the  world  in  this  day  a  large  and  rich 

interpretation  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ;  he  made  the  teachings 
of  the  Savior  clear  to  all,  and  he  showed  how  the  gospel,  devised 
for  human  joy,  may  be  applied  eve,ry  day  in  the  affairs  of  mankind. 

Joseph  Smith  as  the  Founder  of  the  Church,  under  divine  in- 
spiration, is  a  great  issue  of  "Mormonism."   Once  convinced  that  he 
was  divinely  inspired,  a  person  may  accept  all  of  "Mormonism,"  all 
of  the  truths  that  the  Prophet  revealed  to  the  world.  Keen  students 
of  "Mormon"  doctrine  and  history,  those  who  have  shown  themselves 
honest  and  fearless,  declare  without  exception  that  Joseph  Smith 
is  the  most  important  earthly  figure  of  the  Church.  To  Joseph  Smith 
came  the  marvelous  first  vision;  upon  him  the  Priesthood  was  con- 
ferred; he  translated  the  Book  of  Mormon  by  "the  gift  and  power  of 
God"  ;  it  was  he  who  was  directed  by  the  Lord  to  organize  the  Church; 
and  then,  through  him  was  revealed  the  body  of  doctrine  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Church.   Those  who  have  studied  him  without  preju- 
dice, have  come  without  exception  to  the  conclusion  that  on«e  he  is 
accepted  as  a  man  who  saw  God  and  who  was  directed  by  the  Lord,  the 
principles  that  he  taught  must  also  be  accepted  as  being  of  divine 
Origin. 

The  achievements  of  Joseph  Smith  are  much  greater  than  those 
of  ordinary  men;  they  appear  to  transcend  usual  human  powers,  and 
cannot  be  explained  in  terms  of  common  experience.  Many  men,  not 
members  of  the  Church,  have  made  that  very  statement.  They  have 
stood  baffled  before  the  power  of  Joseph  Smith.  We  quote  frequently 
the  statements  of  Josiah  Quincy,  famous  mayor  cf  Boston,  of  an  il- 
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lustrious  family  of  Massachusetts,  who  visited  Joseph  Smith,  in 
1844,  soon  after  young  Quincy  had  graduated  from  Harvard  college. 
In  his'  old  age,  this  highly  educated  man,  who  had  learned  to  know 
the  world,  the  nature  of  greatness  and  the  ways  of  mortality,  told 
the  story  of  his  meeting  with  Joseph  Smith.  He  closed  his  story 
with  these  words: 

"I  have  endea\rored  to  give  the  details  of  my  visit  to  the 
'Mormon"  Prophet  with  absolute  accuracy.  If  the  reader  does  not 
know  just  what  to  make  of  Joseph  Smith  I  cannot  help  him  out  of 
the  difficulty.  I  myself  stand  helpless  before  the  puzzle." 

Joseph  came,  untaught  by  man,  into  a  world  which  lay  in  dark- 
ness, and  did  wcrk  which  cannot  be  understood  or  interpreted  by 
common  means.  Such  a  man  commands  the  attention  of  honest,  truth- 
seeking  men. 

A  testimony  of  the  divine  mission  of  Joseph  Smith,  a  living, 
enduring  testimony,  may  be  won  by  any  man.  In  his  own  life  the 
Prophet  has  given  us  the  key.  If  we  are  to  obtain  a  testimony  of 
any  truth  we  must  first  desire  the  testimony;  then  learn  to  under- 
stand the  truth  in  question;  then  practice  that  which  has  been 
learned;  and  before  and  during  the  study  and  practice  we  must  be 
in  close  communion  with  our  heavenly  Father  and  pray  to  him  for 
help.  Out  of  such  prayer,  study  and  practice,  the  testimony  of  the 
truth  will  come  as  an  inspiration  and  gift  from  the  Lord.  Every 
person  who  studies  the  life  and  works  cf  Joseph  Smith,  practices  l.h 
that  which  he  taught,  and  sincerely  prays  for ■ guidance ,  will  come 
out  of  the  search  with  a  vital  testimony  of  the  divine  mission  of 
the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith.  When  man  does  his  part,  a  testimony  comes 
as  a  gift  of  God.  Naturally,  however,  a  man  must  be  willing  to  ac- 
cept the  truth,  though  it  conflict  with  all  his  former  beliefs. 
The  precious  testimony, _  the  indestructible  knowledge,  of  the  truth 
cf  the  gospel  must  be  to  him  the  most  desirable  thing  of  life. 

It  vail  help  establish  the  testimony  of  the  divine  mission  of 
this  great  man,  to  know  that  Joseph ■ Smith,  viewed  at  any  point, 
from  every  angle,  in  any  position,  always  measures  up  to  the  de- 
mands of  truth,  as  revealed  in  human  experience.  For  example,  his 
personal  life  was  that  of  a  prophet.  He  lived  as  the  prophets  of 
old  have  lived,  honestly  and  sincerely,  but  misunderstood,  hounded, 
persecuted,  and  at  last  his  life  was  taken.  His  life  story  reads 
as  do  th§se  of  the  prophets  in  holy  writ.  His  experience  was  that 
of  every  teacher  who  attempts  to  turn  men  and  women  from  easy  walks 
of  near  truth  into  the  paths  of  full  truth.  Physically,  he  was  a 
magnificent  man;  in  intellect,  lofty  and  commanding;  in  spirit,  in 
spite  of  persecution,  disaster  and  poverty,  kindly  and  gentlemanly. 
He  was  courageous,  and  dared  to  battle  for  the  right.  All  who  knew 
him  have  testified  to  the  kindly  strength,  mingled  with  undaunted 
courage,  that  made  him  a  great  soul.  The  honor  of  his  character 
was  ever  above  reproach,  even  among  those  who  opposed  him.  As  son, 
husband,  father,  friend,  and  neighbor,  even  as  foe man,  he  was  be- 
loved   
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"MISSION  NEWS" 

"Cumorah" ,  Mowbray. 

This  past  month  has  been  a  very  busy  one  in  the  Cape  District. 
We  spent  the  first  part  of  the  month  in  cleaning  and  painting 
"Cumorah"  preparatory  for  the  Conference  and  Convention  which  were 
held  the  latter  part  of  the  month. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  the  Relief  Society  held  a  very  succes- 
sful Bazaar.  They  are  indeed  thankful  for  the  wonderful  support 
given  by  so  many  Saints  and  friends. 

Elder  Oral  N.  Beckstead  arrived  here  from  Durban, on  the  "S.S. 
Watussi"  on  the  12th  of  November.  He  stopped  for  Convention,  after 
which  he  with  Elders  Fcyol  L.  Smith  and  R.  Earl  Madsen  left  for 
their  homes  in  Zion. 

The  Elders  from  up  country  arrived  on  the  15th  and  16th  of 
November.  Convention  started  on  the  17th  and  lasted  until  the  26th. 
On  the  27th  the  Elders  left  for  their  various  Districts. 

The  Cape  District  held  its  Semi-Annual  Conference  on  the  18th 
of  November.  Elders  0.  Layton  Alldredge,  Sheldon  R.  Free  and  Reed 
H.  Beckstead  were  the  speakers  at  the  Evening  Services. 

We  feel  that  the  Lord  has  greatly  blessed  our  lato«ttrs. 

Elder  R.  Earl  Madsen, Dist .Clerk. 

"Ramah" ,  Johannesburg. 

The  Elders  of  this  District  extend  Christmas  Greetings  to  all 
throughout  the  South  African  Mission. 

On  October  29th  and  November  3rd,  President  Reed  H.  Beckstead 
and  Elder  0.  Layton  Alldredge  presided  over  and  conducted  two  fun- 
erals for  the  twin  sons  of  Bro.  and  Sis.  Wm.  H.  Brummer  of  Olifans- 
f ontein. 

.  The  annual  Relief  Society  Bazaar  was  held  at  "Ramah"  on  Novem- 
ber 2nd.  It  proved  a  grand  success  and  was  a  fitting  finish  for  a 
year  of  Relief  Society  work. 

At  the  Fast  and  Testimony  Meeting  held  November  4th,  the  daugh- 
ter of  Brother  and  Sister  Norman  G.  Muir  was  blessed  by  Brother 
Leonard  G.  Muir  and  given  the  name  of  Norma  Leone tte  Muir. 

On  November  6th,  Elder  Rex  C.  Ellsworth  of  Natal  District  ar- 
rived for  a  few  days  visit  here.  His  firm  testimony  proved  a  source 
of  encouragement  to  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 

An  M.I. A.  Social  was  held  at  the  Waterval  Branch  on  November 
6th.  The  sixty,  who  were  present,  greatly  enjoyed  themselves.  This 
concluded  Mutual  work  in  that  Branch  for  this  year. 

On  Nrvember  9th,  a  Farewell  Social  was  held  under  the  direc-. 
tion  of  the  M.I. A.  for  Elders  Wm.  B.  Holland  and  Bertram  C.  Cutforth 
who  have  been  assigned  to  labour  at  Bloemfontein  and  Durban  respec- 
tively. 

On  the  10th  of  November,  Elders  Rex  C.  Ellsworth,  Bertram  C. 
Cutforth,  and  0.  Layton  Alldredge  left  for  Convention  via  Bloemfon- 
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and  Kimberley.  Elders  Reed  K.  Beckstead  and  V'm.  B.  Holland 
lei'j  Johannesburg  for  Convention  on  Nov.  11th.  They  joined  the  other 
Elders  at  Bloemfontein  and  then  all  journeyed  to  Cape  Town  together, 
arriving  there  No*/  Jinber  16th.   The  Convention  has  been  of  great 
benefit  to  '11-      . Elder  0.  Layton  Alldredge,  District  Clerk. 

Port  Elizabeth  District. 

The  month  of  "r;vember  has  brought  with  it  many  blessings  in 
this  It  trict,  eventhough  a  considerat'e  amount  of  time  has  been 
spent  in  the  compilation  of  annual  reports. 

We  T'"erc  privileged  during  our  monthly  visit  to  Uitenhage  of 
meeting  with  Sister  Mar"'  '  Merritt  as  well  as  her. 'co-workers  in  the 
Boswell's  Circus.  We  are  pleased  to  say  that  Sister  Merritt  is  do- 
ing much  £Ood  amongst  her  associates  having  distributed  several 
copies  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  plus  many  tracts  and  pamphlets.  The 
Lord  see;:'   J;o  be  blessing  honest  effort  put  forth  in  His  interest. 

November  2nd  marks  the  date  of  the  reorganization  of  our  Re- 
lief Society  with  Sister  N.  P.  Cawood  as  president,  Sister  Rose 
ApP'-'lbee  as  her  Counselor  and  Sister  Theresa  Bateman  as  Secretary. 
All  seemed  to  be  enthused  in  making  1929  count  for  much  good. 

The  same  date  a  funeral  was  -onducted  by  District  President 
Sneldon  R.  ''W^eV  for  the  infant  daughter.  Phyliss,  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
J.  Mc .:.   Intosh,  who  passed  away  November  1st. 

November  12th.  the  Port  Elizabeth  Elders  in  company  with  the 
East  London  Elders  left  for  "Cumorah",  where  a  very  enjoyable  and 
spiritually  strengthening  association  took  place  at  the  Annual 
Convention.  While  enroute  to  "Cumorah"  the  P.  E.  Elders  stopped  at 
Swellendam,  C.P.  to  visit  with  friends  for  a  day  which  was  benefi- 
cial. 

Sunday,  November • 25th ,  District  President  Sheldon  R.  Free  and 
Elder  Yem   D.  Greene  paid  a  visit  to  friends,  Sister  Marie  Merritt 
and  Circus  friends,   a":  Paari,  leaving  several  copies  of  the  Book 
of  Mcrmon  with  them. 

We  feel  to  express  the  gratitude  in  our  hearts  for  the  privilege 
of  another  Convention  and  the  spiritual  strength  and  development 
it  has  afforded  all.      --Elder  Sheldon  R.  Free,  District  President. 

r 

Bloemfontein  District. 

Bloemfontein  reports  that  the  whole  of  Bloemfontein  town  has 
been  third  t.racted  except  two  small  portions,  the  Willows  and  West- 
dene.   The  Street  Meetings  are  still  being  continued. 

On  the  10th  and  12th  of  November  the  Elders  from  Johannesburg 
and  Elder  Rex  Q.  Ellsworth  from  Durban  arrived  in  Bloemfontein.  In 
the  evening  of  the  12th  the  M.I. A.  held  their  closing  Social  for 
1928  and  also  a  Farewell  for  Elder  Leroy  H.  Duncan  who  has  been 
transferred  to  the  Cape  District.  All  enjoyed  themselves. 

Early  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  Durban,  Johannesburg,  and  Bloem- 
fontein Elders'  left  for  convention.  (November  13th) 

During  the  absence  of  the  Elders,  Sister  Elizabeth  J.  Dames 
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loft  for  Mcdder  River,  where  she  is  going  to  makS  her  future  hone. 

We  send  greetings  for  the  coming  year  to  ail  that  read  the 
"Cumorah  Monthly  Bulletin".  — Elder  Bertram  J.  Glynn,  Dist.  Clerk. 

Kimberley  District. 

Cn  Thursday,  November  8th,  we  had  the  opportunity  of  meeting 
a  Seventh-Bay  Adventist  minister  at  the  home  of  a  new  investigator. 
A  very  interesting  discussion  took  place,  after  which  several 
friends  who  were  in  attendance  expressed  much  interest  in  cur  Lat- 
ter day  work. 

Cn  Tuesday,  November  13th,  the  following  Elders  arrived  tfc 
Kimberley:  those  from  Johannesburg,  Bloemfontein  and  Elder  Rex  C. 
Ellsworth  from  Durban.   In  the  evening  a  well  attended  social  was 
held  and  all  appeared  to  enjoy  themselves. 

On  Thursday  morning,  November  15th,  all  the  Elders  left  for 
" Cumorah" . 

The  Saints  and  Friends  join  with  the  Elders  in  wishing  every 
one  a  very  happy  Christmas  with  a  prosperous  year  to  follow. 

Elder  George  C.  Maw,  District  Clerk 

East  London  District.  ..m 

We  have  been  able,  with  the  help  of  the  Lord  to  accomplish 
much  good  in  this  part  of  the  mission  during  the  past  month.  Visit-- 
ing,  tracting,  selling  Books  of  Mormon  and  all  our  other  work  has 
proved  to  be  a  joy  and  for  all  this  we  feel  to  thank  our  Father  in 
heaven. 

President  Evans  spent  from  October  22nd,  to  November  3rd  in 
the  Transkei  District  Native  territories,  staying  mainly  in  the 
city  of  Umtata,  where  he  was  able  to  sell  37  Books  of  Liormon.  He 
made  the  trip  by  motor  car  from  Umtata  to  Port  St.  John's,  return- 
ing by  way  of  Lusikisiki,  Flagstaff,  Mount  Frere,  thence  back  to 
Umtata.  Many  friends  wel»e  made,  among  them  two  ministers  --  Rev. 
McDowwell  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Umtata  and  Rev.  Muir  of 
the  Scotch  Presbyterian  Native  Mission;  Both  accepted  the  Bock  of 
Mormon  and  expressed  a  desire  to  know  of  it's  contents.  Much  of  the 
prevailing  prejudice  was  broken  down  in  that  District. 

Elder  Ellsworth,  with  the  aid  of  the  Local  Brethren,  very  ably 
took  charge  of  the  work  in  the  absence  of  President  Evans. 

On  Tuesday,  November  6th,  Elder  Ellsworth  left  for  Alice  where 
he  tracted  the  following  day,  selling  three  Books  of  Mormon.  He  was 
met  on  Wednesday,  November  7th,  by  President  Evans  who  had  left 
East  London  that  day.  The  two  then  proceeded  on  to  Fort  Beaufort 
where  they  stayed  until  the  evening  of  November  8th,  hating  sold 
11  Books  of  Mormon  during  the  stay  in  that  city.  From  Fort  Beaufort 
they  went  on  to  Port  Elizabeth,  staying  over  the  week  end  and  then 
went  on  to  Cudtshoorn  where  they  went  through  the  famous  Cango  Caves, 
They  arrived  in  Cape  Town  on  November  15th.  The  Elders  Annual  Con- 
vention was  greatly  enjoyed  and  very  beneficial  to  us. 

The  meetings  in  East  London  have  teen  well  attended  and  the 
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work  in  general  is  progressing  very  well.   Brother  Charles  -Lubber 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  work  in  the  absence  of  the  Elders;  he 
was  assisted  by  the  other  Local  Brethren  of  the  Branch. 

The  Elders  and  Saints  of  the  Branch  send  Gospel  Greetings  to 
all  in  the  Mission.   Elder  Wells  L.  Evans,  District  President 

Natal  District. 

On  the  3rd  of  November,  Elder  Oral^  N.  Beckstead  left  Durban 
per  the  "S.S.  7,'atussi"  ,  calling  at  East  London  and  Port  Elizabeth 
on  his  way  to  Cape  Town  where  he  arrived  on  the  12th  of  November. 

Elder  Rex  C.  Ellsworth  left  Durban  on  the  5th  of  November  for 
Ca$Jfe  Town;  calling  on  Johannesburg',  Blcemfontein,  and  Kimberley 
Branches'  on  the  way  down. 

The  Elders  left  the  wcrk  in  charge  of  Brothers  Arthur  Fagan 
and  Henry  Trestrail.  --2*R. ?£.-- 

Karibib  Branch. 

-(The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  "'letter  received  at  this 
Office  Last  week  from  Brotier  Lawrence  C.Ratcliff.) 

I  was  cut  to  see  Bro .  Cloete  and  family  the  other  day  and  find 
that  they  are  doing  their  best  to  live  up  to  the  Gospel.  They  are 
holding  their  little  family  meetings  and  Brother  Marcus  who  is  also 
working  close  by  them  frequently  attends  these  little  meetings  with 
them.  It  is  really  wonderful  to  see  the  zeal  of  the  members  of  our 
Church  compared  with  other  denominations.  It  is  no  doubt  the  Spirit 
of  the  Lord  assisting  them. 

I  reported  another  baptism  last  mail.  This  new  member  is  Bro. 
Large.  He  is  an  old  man  of  7  3  years  of  age.  I  shall  relate  how  he 
came  to  be  baptized.   This  poor  eld  mar  had  been  suffering  terribly 
with  his  stomach  for  nine  months  and  states  that  he  even  prayed 
that  the  Lord  would  take  him  cut  of  the  world.  Then  he  realized  that 
it  was  wrong  to  ask  for  such  a  thing  so  he  went  up  into  one  of  the 
hills  in  a  very  lonely  spot  and  offered  up  a  prayer  to  the  Lord  to 
help  him.  He  was  cured  immediately  and  has  been  well  ever  since. 
This  is 'just  over  a  month  now  since  he  was  cured.  He  had  tried  every- 
thing in  the  way  of  medicine  but  nothing  would  help  him.  At  a  later 
date  he  decided  that  he  would  go  back  to  this  place  again  as  he 
wished  to  be  alone  and  as  he  puts  it  "to  walk  with  God".  He  walked 
about  six  miles  to  the  same  place  again  and  to  his  surprise  found 
that  people  were  working  there.  It  turned  out  to  be  Brother  Marcus 
who  was  sinking  a  well  there.  He  had  a  talk  with  Brother  Marcus  and 
was  handed  some  tracts,  these  he  read  and  then  he  became  interested 
so  much  that  he  decided  to  walk  18  miles  into  town  to  see  me.  Unfor- 
tunately I  \"a7s  out  of  town  at  the  time,  so  the  poor  old  man  had  to 
walk  back  again  without  seeing  me.  A  few  days  later  he  walked  in 
again  and  I  had  a  long  talk  with  him  and  gave  him  a  lot  of  reading 
matter  to  study.  About  a  week  later  he  sent  a  boy  in  with  a  letter 
to  me  asking  me  to  come  out  and  baptize  him  as  arranged.   I  was  a- 
way   in  Windhoek  so  the  bey  took  the  letter  back  instead  of  leaving 


"CUMCRAH  MONTHLY  BULLET  I".'"  Page  165. 

it  here  for  ne .  The  old.  nan  was  in  such  a  state  that  he  sent  another 
boy  off  in  another  direction  with  the  letter  to  catch  a  train  that 
was  passing  in  the  hope  that  it  would  reach  me  that  way.  He  says 
that  he  prayed  that  the  Lor' d  would  get  the  letter  to  ne  in  time, 
and  no  dcubt  his  prayer  was  answered  because  I  received  the  letter. 
I  went  out  on  that  day,  Sunday,  and  found  that  he  had  gone  to  such 
a  lot  of  trouble  to  prepare  for  his  baptisn.  He  had  to  get  a  tank 
carted  to  the  place  and  draw  the  water  to  fill  it  fron  the  well 
that  Brother  Marcus  had  sunk.  I  was  so  surprised  to  see  such  won- 
derful .faith.  The  poor  old  man  is  so  feeble  too. .  It  is  surprising 
that  he  could  walk  all  that  distance  and  prepare  everything  for 
his  cwn  baptism  in  this-  manner. 

It  all  seems  to  be  the  work  of  the  Lord  that  Brother  Marcus 
should  be  there  to  sink  the  well  and  that  Brother  Lange  should  go 
to  this  spot  again  seeking  the  Lord  and  then  find  Brother  Marcus 
there  with  the  Gospel  message.  Water  is  such  a  great  trouble  in 
this  country  and  one  has  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  place  to 
baptize.  In  this  case  the  well  turned  out  a  .failure,  and  there  is 
only  a  little  water  in  it.   It  looks  as  though  it  was  just  put  down 
for  this  baptism. 


TO  HIS  MEMORY 

Joseph  the  Prophet,  martyred  saint  and  .seerl 
Thy  name  we  love,  thy  memory  we  revere. 
Chosen  of  Sire  and  Son,  on  them  to  gaze, 
When  dawned  the  glory  of  the  Latter  Days. 

Mighty  thy  mission,  servant  of  the  Lord"; 
Thy  word  of  power,  a  flaming  two-edged  sword, 
Hath  lit  the  beacon,  and  made  plain  the  way 
,0f  Him  whose  presence  brings  the  Perfect  Lay. 

Early  the  crimson  setting  of  thy  sun; 
Yet  timely  'twas,  for  thy  great  task  was  done. 
Henceforth,  in  realms  where  joys  celestial  spring 
Thou'lt  reign  eternally  as  Priest  and  King. 

--Orson  F.  Whitney-- 


"And  above  all  things,  clothe  yourselves  with  the  bond  of 
charity,  as  with  a  mantle,  which  is  the  bond  of  perfectness  and 
peace . 

"Pray  always,  that  ye  may  not  faint,  until  I  come.  Behold, 
and  lo,  I  will  come  quickly,  and  receive  you  unto  myself.  Amen." 
Loctrine  and  Covenants,  Section  88:125,126. 
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